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Tropical Trees

Tens of thousands of species of tropical trees have
been identified, many in the rain forests of the
world, The tremendous diversity among the species
makes it very difficult to make general statements
about their biology. Their anatomy varies greatly
probably much more than that of temperate spe-
cies—and their physiology sometimes breaks the
“rules” that temperate-climate arborists have comx
to accept. The great variety of architecture, repro-
ductive and defense strategies, and leaf morphology
can challenge even scientists and educators
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Because of the favorable growing conditions if
tropical climates, plants tend to have a rapid growll
rate compared to those in temperate regions. In somg
ways, these favorable conditions have a “forgiving]
effect, which aids in ease of transplanting, wous
closure, and regrowth after injury. But just as wi
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