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The Value Evaluation of Non-Timber Forest Products in Community Forest Area
Case Study: YangTone Community Forest and Huay Sapan Samakee Community Forest,

Kanchanaburi proevince

Nuntana Beonyanant

Abstract

The objective of this research was to evaluate the value of non-timber forest products
(NTFPs) in community forest. This study was conducted in YangTone and Huay Sapan villages,
Kanchanaburi province. This research work was based on both secondary and primary sources of
data and information. An intensive field survey was conducted through a standard questionnaire
and group discussion. Data was collected by interviewing 133 samples from YangTone village
and 156 samples from Huay Sapan village. The field data gathered were analyzed by means of
following statistics namely frequency, percentage, means and standard deviation. Statistical
means used for testing hypotheses were through Chi-square test, through the ready made

computer program with a given significance level of 0.05 and Correlation coefficient.

The result indicated that most of the respondents in Yang Tone and Huay Sapan
village were male and their average age was 43.1 and 49.8 years -old, thf:ir: education was at
primary school level. Agriculture was their main occupation; labour wage was their second
occupation. An average annual income of each village was 109,011.1 and 105,912.2 baht. Their
income was not sufficient so that they needed to lend out money. The respondents in YangTone
village lent out money from village fund, while those in Huay Sapan village lent out money
from the bank of Agriculture and cooperation to invest in their occupation, Average size of their
land holding in each village was 42.1 rai and 24.0 rai respectively. The respondents in each
village used forest as source of NTFPs both for subsistence and commercial uses. The évérage
annual mcome in Yang Tone and Huay Sapan villages gained from total NTFPs was 9,039.9
baht and 4,125.8 baht respectively. Level of understanding and ownership on community forest
at YangTone and Ban Sapan villages was found to be high, while the level of participation in

implementing conservation measures was found to be medium.



)

Result from hypotheses testing of Yang Tone village was found that income from non-
agricultural activities was related to the value of NTFPs for commercial uses, while sex of the
respondents was related to the value of NTFPs for subsistence uses, at significance level of
0.05. The result from hypotheses testing of Huay Sapan village showed that the member of
household related to the value of NTFPs for subsistence uses and total NTFPs. The income
from agriculture was related to the total value of NTFPs, while the total income was
related to the value bf NTEPs for subsistence uses and total NTFPs, at significance level of 0.05.
The result also showed that the value of NTFPs for subsistence uses in YangTone and Huay
Sapan villages was not significantly different but that for commercial uses was different at
significance level of 0.05. In addition, the ownership showed significant relationship with the
value for both subsistence and total income at YangTone (P < 0.01), while participation in
community forest conservation was correlated with subsistence uses at Huay Sapan village (P <

0.01).

Key words : The Value Evaluation, Non-Timber Forest Products, Community Forest
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